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habitat.—Upper Assam: Gubrow Purbut; common through-
out Assam, but most plentiful in the Nowgong district; Naga
Hills. Sikkim, lower hills and outer valleys.
jjssgw	"This palm is an indispensable accompaniment of
every native gentleman's house, but in some parts it is rare, and
the trees are then of great value. The leaves are in universal
use throughout Assam for covering the tops of doolees
(palanqueens), and the roofs of boats, also for making the
peculiar hats, or rather umbrella-hats (jhapees) of the Assaxrte&e.
For all these purposes the leaves are admirably adapted from
their lightness, toughness, acd durability." (Jenkins.)
cultivation in europe.—This" palm is a beautiful green-
house plant.
2. Xavistona speciosa Kurz in Journ. As. Soc. Beng. xliii. II, (1874),
196, 204, t- 13, 14; For. PL II, 526; Hook. PI. Brit. Ind. VI, 435: Brandis
Ind. Trees 656.
names.—Taung tan, Taw tan (Burm.).
description.—Trunk 50-70 feet; all parts glabrous; leaves
palmately flabellate, about 6-7 feet across each way, plaited;
the petiole at the base up to an inch broad, armed with strong,
sharp, f alcately curved, f lattish, blackish spines, the lower spines
up to ^ inch long and longer by 3-4 lines broad at the base;
sheaths dividing into netted fibres; leaflets all (the lateral ones
up to half of their length, the central ones higher up) connate
in a blade, linear/ sharply 2-clef t at the apex, the ribs compressed,
prominent, the veins rather visible and transverse. Flowers
small, solitary, or by 2 on a nipple-like, very short and thick
pedicel, racemose-spicate, forming a much-branched, smooth,
panicle-shaped, 2-4 feet long spadix, furnished at the base and
along the primary axis with large, fuscous, quite smooth spathes.
Sepals and petals hardly 1 line long. Drupes elliptically
obovoid, | to nearly 1 inch long, dark blue, smooth, l^seeded,
seated on the short, thick, indurated perianth, jointed with the
nipple or disk-shaped very short peduncle.
habitat.—Frequent in the evergreen tropical forests of the
eastern and southern slopes of the Pegu Yoma; Ohittagong;
Upper Tenasserim.
fjlowers,—In March and ApriL

